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Higashi—Yama Hills WLoE#

The Hiwgashi—Yama Hills Nanban—Yama
Ponds nera the City Skiing Site [Long—distance view
from the City Skiing Site
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The Higashi—Yama Hills

As you may observe, Nagaoka is surrounded with low mountains and hills
except northern side, that is a downstream of the longest river in Japan,
Shinano—gawa river. Mountains , those skyline is found in the eastern side,
are called the Higashi—Yama hills.

Please down your eyes from the mountains.

During walking, I want to explain some topics regarding Yamakoshi.

You can see a small building overthere, that is stood near the Nagaoka high
school. We are going to guide toward that direction,

Please imagine you are stood on the center of semicircle.

And think that building is on the circumference of circle.
We want to start a tour walking along the circumference of circle.

Contents_form_Nagaoka_Sta_around_new_1 Higashi—-Yama



Snowfall and Yukigata (snow—trace)
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[t is well known that the north—westerly winter monsoon brings heavy snowfall
to the east—northern part of Japan, in particular in the middle of Niigata
area including Nagaoka. Southern part of Nagaoka is said to be one of
the deepest snowfalls among relatively large cities in the world.

The mechanism of the snowfall is generally explained as follows.
When the cold and dry air mass from the Siberian Continent passes over
the Japan Sea, it contacts with the warmer sea water of the Tushima ocean
current, flown between the Korean Peninshula and the Japanese Islands.
And the air is supplied with heat and vapor from below. Tushima—Channel is
occasionally shallow, therefore heat of warmer water in upper current is
supplied efficiently . In such a way, it becomes an unstable air mass.

When this wet clouds are formed which gives rise west side of the
mountains, it gives heavy snowfall on the west side of the mountains.

Yukigata

In early spring, we can see YUKIGATA, shape of the lingering snow

on a mountainside. Famous shapes found in the Higashi—yama is

“Three lines” that looks like inverse of Japanese Kanji meaning River” .
This is known as a symbol of the start of agricultural work in new yea.
Another is named as town Musicians of Bremen, donkey, dog, cat and
chicken in the Grimm Fairy Tales. The River is positive print but the
Musicians is negative. Actually, the more we look the blue Yukigata like
Musicians, the more we are able to distinguish those four animals.

In case of lucky season, we can distinguish clrarly those four blue animals
in lingered white mountain surface.
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-city Nagaoka

L%, BV KRIEICHONT T, BAR—ORME N EA 5o T ELTZ, Z2hHELD
MAEFI, ZOOED, ERAMERD MR P6 LIS E BT B A S5
L. B BARGMHAFAEL, BAEDO H AR— LT 4 7RG TnET,

) B ARG M OB T8 U Conisgs TR EEiv, HARRYIOA M AT T4 Al
EH, 2ol —dEE R L THhEEL, AMIEHIER O RS - BLE S | Hria s T
LD TN TSP ERL ., 4 H ORE—O TrE# TSR O~ 8303
W TATX1970FE RO, B H AR KO B A - iR FRGH T2 B T,
SRR LUELEDS, 21 AT U oD B E Caft AR E O 252 TR RSV ELT:
L DOEEO P TR ELED TRV ET,
//www.kome100.ne.jp/main/contents/cec/naga_data/nagaoka/rekisi/ishin/index31.htm
City Nagaoka (Higashi—Yama Hills)

walk road over there is a track trace of the private electrical train

For a period of time in the past, 40 years since 90 years ago.

sral train lines were served in Nagaoka area , one was a major domestic
jay company in Japan and the others were private small local companies.

of the private local companiy railroad was used to transport crude oil
wated in northern side of the city, northern area of the Higashi—Yama

. And also provide for commuting to offices, factories or schools .

. track trace is just a monument of the Oil City Nagaoka, highest level

-ude oil production was continues about 40 years.

1ded becaise of production depletion. (about 90 years ago )

sad now Nagaoka is famous production area of Natural gas. I can’t find

ory of oil digging company, called Nippon Oil Corporation later.

factory was built in Niigata city 1895 for production of digging tools
transport equipment, and supplied Nishi—yama in Nagaoka and Niitsu

lants with all (the) facilities from digging to finished product transport.

or the factory built other sub—factories in Nagaoka and other districts

le Niigara prefecture (Kashiwazaki, Nao—etsu, etc.)
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Simbol road (old railway road becomes now Bronze sculptures

"

The walk road over there is a track trace of the private electrical train line.
For a period of time in the past, 40 years since 90 years ago.

Several train lines were served in Nagaoka area , one was a major domestic
railway company in Japan and the others were private small local companies.
One of the private local companiy railroad was used to transport crude oil
excavated in northern side of the city, northern area of the Higashi—Yama hills.
And also provide for commuting to offices, factories or schools .

This track trace is just a monument of the Oil City Nagaoka, highest level of
crude oil production was continues about 40 years (about 90 years ago ) .

[t ended becaise of production depletion.

Instead now Nagaoka is famous production area of Natural gas. [ can’t tell
you in detail, they are the same reason, geological history of Niigata land.

You can see status of lovely children playing in an innocent way.
picture story books illustrated by Shirou Kawakami, an artist born in Nagaoka,
a famous artist of children books through before and after the War.

[ think almost all the Japanese spent their childhood
must remember enjoying these figures in their books.
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Yamakoshi

As you may observe, Nagaoka is surrounded with low mountains and hills
except northern side, that is a downstream of the longest river in Japan,
Shinano—gawa river. Mountains , those skyline is found in the eastern side,
are called the Higashi—Yama hills.

They are not so high, almost lower than 800 meters except

one mountain of height 1537meters, Mt. Sumon,

Recently the Higashi—Yama hills area is designated as a prefectural natural
park; it abounds in wild grasses and flowers, insects, birds and so on.
They are about 10 km from here, there is a lot of hiking trails in the hills,
where citizens enjoy trails in particular spring and fall.
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Nishiki—Goi (Yamakoshi)

Ohmori Matsuo,”Nishiki-Goi Zukan (Japanese)”,Ikeda—Shiten(1976)
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Nishiki—-Goi

Yamakoshi district over there is famous for the birthplace of the Nishiki—
Goli,beautifully colored carps. and known as the largest fish—farming place.
Nishiuki—-Goi ponds are scattered in the entire area of the district.

[ heard there are several advantages in production of the Nishiki—Goi in
Yamakoshi. They are first, possessing good parent carps,namely not only
beautiful but having strong resistance to diseases, and second having
know—how of filtering from fingerling to adult, ratio is about one from ten
thousands or more, and the last suitable natural condition, in particular
water.

Prospects of a lot of the Nishiki—-Goi ponds found in morning mist spread
within wide view area is also famous for beautiful scenery, and one of the
beautiful camera—spots in Nagaoka in all seasons.
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Fukushima—E Canal

Fukushima—E canal was started with volunteer

Fukushima—e canal is an irrigation canal flowing through a center of the
city, that extends to 20km.

In the middle of the 17th century, the early Edo era, one of the village
leader of Nagaoka—Han had started to dig the water channel in orfer to
keep farmar from suffering shortage of water.

[t began with his volunteer spirit, and the Nagaoka—Han assisted him.
The canal have been maintained and re—constructed sequentially during
the Edo—period.

Another canal was also digged in the middle of the 19th century, started
also with a volunteer of the other village leader in the Nagaoka—Han.
Those canals made a contribution of doubling a crop of rice in Nagaoka
compared with the one in the early Edo era.

These are the Edo era, and farmera were set free from a civil war, and
society was stable. Concequently, river improvement construction
advanced.

The Fukushima—E is well known in citizens for the magnificent cherry
trees. In the average year, blossoming time in Fukushima—E is the
middle of April, about one week earlier than that in Yuukyu—zan park,
the largest cherry blossom spot in Nagaoka area.
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Cherry blossam front

CHERRY BLOSSOM
sa
FORECAST2016 (@ o — D

(Forecast based on data
from the Japan Weather
Association as of March 16)

KYODO

https://www japantimes.co,jp/news/2016/03/19/

The baiu front is meteorologically a front which brings monsoon.
In the analogy, cherry lossom front is a line graph illustrating
the forecasted blooming dates of cherry blossoms in various
locations of Japan. (primarily of Someiyoshino ,Prunus yedoensis)

Someiyoshino is still the most popular cherry tree in Japan, being
planted in nearly every area of the country.

The ’bloom forecast’ (cherry blossom front), announced in March
of every year by the Japan Meteorological Agency, is based on
the bloom condition of this type.

The Japan Islands are about two thousands kilometers long,

the cherry blossom front lands the southern Kyushu and Shikoku
areas in late March, subsequently moving northward in ascending
order of latitude values of locations starting from the northern
Kyushu and Shikoku areas, the Seto Inland Sea coast, the Kanto
region, the Hokuriku region, the Tohoku region and finally
reaching Hokkaido in early May annually.

In Niigata prefecture, it is from early April to late April.
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Sakano—UE elementary school

The school having the roots of “A hundred sacks of rice”
Established in 1899 as the Kokkan Gakkou

Text books in the Kokkan Gakkou

The public international laws
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Model of “The one hundred sacks of rice” sculpture

,.hll '_.n. 1

These statues depict a scene from the play “Kome Hyappyo” by
Yamamoto Yuzo. The city asked artists group in Nagaoka to build a
sculpture in 1990.

The artists started searching what sculpture should be made.

They visited several bronze sculptures and reliefs inside the country
to expand the image.

One of them was ”Citizenes in Calais”, blonze of masterpiece

by Auguste Rodin, displayed at the National Museum of Western
Art in Ueno, Tokyo, famous for noble group—figures expressing
being sacrificed for the other citizene.

And the other was” Twenty—six Martyrs of Japan (1962)”, blonze of
masterpieceby Japanese artist, FUNAKOSHI Yasutake, in Nagasaki.

“the site of the martyrdom of the 26 saints of Japan” in Nagasaki
as the first Catholic pilgrimage destination in the country.
After blonze was turned of in autumn 1991, this model was presented

to the school, memorizing the birthplace of the play.

Recentry, pupils in the school has been continuing dramatic performance
every year in English.
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Group sculptures of A hundred sacks of rice at Sensyuu—Gahara
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These statues depict a scene from the play “Kome Hyappyo” by
Yamamoto Yuzo which details an incident that occurred shortly after
the end of the Hokuetsu Boshin War of 1868.

Nagaoka was devastated in the war and the city was reduced to rubble.
There was no food and little hope of survival.

A branch of the Nagaoka clan in Mineyama sent a relief package of

a hundred sacks of rice or about six tons of rice.

Everybody in the city was in need of food, and many of the samurai, who
had lost nearly all their means of support, argued that the rice should be
distributed through the Han.

One of the city’s chief executives, Kobayashi Torasaburo, however,
proposed a different plan. He suggested that the rice should be

sold to a dealer and the money should be used for education.

Yes, that’s true, said Kobayashi. “We can’t afford to eat to

the full now, and that’s the very reason we should resort to education.
The war broke out because the leaders of both parties were lacking in
wisdom and judgement. This much rice divided among so many will

be gone in a day or two, but the same rice invested will last far longer
and will produce men of wise judgement.
We should not be thinking of food for today but should be thinking of
education tomorrow.

Against strong opposition and even threats of death Kobayashi prevailed;
the rice was sold and the money raised was used to start a new school.

Mayor Hiura’'s message in 1991
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Public_International laws book used in the svhool at the end of Edo period

Textbook of The public international laws
in Sakano—UE elementary school

This Chinese translated edition of “Elements of International Law”
written by Henry Wheaton was re—produced in Japan in 1865, and
a lot of young samurais read it in their Han—schools.

They were greatly illminated and noticed the importance of the
international treaties.

Henry Wheaton was a United States lawyer, jurist and diplomat.
He was the third reporter of decisions for the United States
Supreme Court.

Elements of International Law (1836), his most important work.
[t was translated into Chinese in1864 by a Protestant missionary,
being fluent in Chinese.

Elements of International Law (1836), his most important work.
[t was translated into Chinese in1864 by a Protestant missionary,
being fluent in Chinese.

[t is very remarkable that such an early absorption for the latest

knowledge of an international law was done in Nagaoka—Han school
before the Meiji Restration.
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The KOMAGATA Jukicji Memorial Museum

The museum was built

by Mr.Komagata in 1994,

having 2 floors above ground

and the first basement level,

stands in a quiet and secluded place
in the east side of the JR Nagaoka

Station.
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On half a century ago, Nagaoka was a state—of-the—art of the modern art
city.

Nagaoka had raced in the Japanese top with American modern art.

The driving force was The museum of Contemporary Art, Nagaoka,

and its founder Mr. KOMAGATA Jukichi.

A local bank where he was a president several years, backed up

his corporate patronage activity.

Unfortunately, the bank failed in management difficulty, and these

art possession including masterpieces of Salvador Dali, Pablo Picasso,
Wassily Kandinsky, Joan Miro, Andy Warhol etc were sell-outed.
Although they were leaved, part of possessions were bought by Niigata
Prefecture, in particular masterpiece of modern western art of Japanese
artists.

They are exhibited in the Prefectural Museum of Modern Art in Nagaoka.
Part of them are also possessed in the KOMAGATA Jukicji Memorial
Museum.

"Flowers of Japanese tree poeny” by Kayama Matazou
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The KOMAGATA Jukicji Memorial Museum

This museum owns best works of KIRAYAMA lkuo , a famous Japanese
Artist. They are his early Silk Road series, “Ruins of Turkestan in light”
(1970) and “Hot bazaar in the Middle Asia”(1971).

In 1968, for the first time Mr.Hirayama visited the Central Asia, from
NewDelhi in India to the Bamiyan Valley in Afgan through Gandhara
in Pakistan. These two drawings are the memorial works, well known
later as the very famous series of Hirayama’s Silkroad paintings.

Mr. Komagata met young Mr. Hiyayama in the last half of 1960’s.
Mr. Komagata already became one of the grand persons in Niigata
commerce and industry society.

He provided support for young artists of Japanese—style paintings.
Among those young artists, he strongly supported Mr. Hirayama and
and Mr.Kayama. Both the artists later became the representative
grand—masters in the modern Japanese—style painting.
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